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Letter from Father Joseph Aubery, in the name
of the Abnakis of Canada, to the Dean
of the Chapter of Chartres.

ONSIEUR,

M It is some sixty years since your illustrious

company consented to contract a union of
adoption by which it regarded the Aénakis nation of
Canada as its brethren,—although the Chiefs of this
nation, not daring to exalt themselves so high, con-
tented themselves and were infinitely honored and
benefited in being the children of that illustrious
Company. You sent them at that time a silver
chemise as a relic. To respond to that honor and
kindness, this nation, some years afterward, having
nothing more precious than that which is called
‘“ porcelain,’” which is their silver and gold here,
formed a collar thereof; it contaihed about eleven
rows of beads, and was also about six feet long, and
ornamented to the best of their ability with porcu-
pine-quills. It was enclosed in a box of bark worked
as delicately as this material can be worked; and,
before sending it to your illustrious company, the
late Reverend Father Vincent Bigot, then superior
of the mission, exposed it in the church for eight or
nine days,—in order that, through the prayers which
the Savages offered, the Blessed Virgin might be
pleased with the union which they designed to
renew, and to establish forever, with the chapter of
Chartres. The present was sent, and you had the



